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Pastor's Message
“Fear not, for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people.
For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, which is Christ the Lord.”
(Luke 2:10-11)
Friends,
The above verses sum up the gospel message: God is come into the world and God’s promises
are fulfilled. Advent is about preparing to receive such tidings of joy and to take them to heart. But
though we may sing “Good Christians all, rejoice” and “Joy to the World,” will we really be able to feel
it? For, in the last months and more, joy’s old arch-enemy - fear - has gripped us powerfully.
When I think of joylessness at Christmas my mind turns automatically to Ebenezer Scrooge.
He’s “a squeezing, grasping, scraping, clutching, covetous old sinner,” who “carried his own low
temperature always about with him,” “iced his office in the dog-days; and didn’t thaw it one degree at
Christmas.”
Though we may say it was greed that made Scrooge devoid of joy, like us, his true enemy was
fear. He turned to money to obtain the security he dared not seek elsewhere. In short, he could not
trust in those promises that might have given rise to joy.
Emerging from his night of ghostly confrontations, however, Scrooge is transformed: “‘I don’t
know what to do!” he cried, laughing and crying in the same breath. ‘I am as light as a feather, as
happy as an angel, as merry as a school-boy. A Merry Christmas to everybody! Hallo!Whoop! Hallo!
I’m quite a baby. Never mind, I don’t care. I’d rather be a baby. Hallo! Whoop!’ Running to the window,
he opened it, and put out his head. No fog, no mist: Golden sunlight; Heavenly sky; sweet fresh air;
merry bells. Oh, glorious. Glorious!... Some laughed to see the alteration in him, but he let them laugh,
and little heeded them. His own heart laughed: and that was quite enough for him.”
Scrooge regains his capacity for joy and expresses it with the freedom of a child as it bubbles to
the surface. What prompts this change of heart is his appreciation for life – as the ghost of
Christmas Future reminds him of his mortality. Scrooge chooses life – to really live – casting off the
fears that once drove him to live “as solitary as an oyster.”
I bring you good tidings of great joy. This is not simply a call to feel joy or to be childlike in our
joy. It is a call for a mature understanding of who Jesus is, what Jesus taught and did, and of the
presence of God in our lives. For with this understanding comes deep joy in the central teaching of
our faith, that God’s promise is one of new life, fulfilled in Jesus.
In this season of Advent, may we give in to the good tidings of great joy, choosing the promise
and way of Life. For unto us is born a Savior. God is with us. Let us rejoice and be glad!
Blessings and Peace,
Jonathan

Tree of Life

Welcome Norah! She was baptized on Sunday,
November 14 at First Church Natick!
Pastor Jonathan with parents Meghan Bard and Ray Welch!

ADVENT 2021
Join us this Advent season as we celebrate the link between heaven and earth in the birth of a baby to
refugee parents in a borrowed stall. We will gather for in-person or live stream worship each Sunday at
10:30 am, and for an outdoor Advent Candle Lighting at each Sunday at 5:00 pm.
THE FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT, NOVEMBER 28TH we recognize the HOPE that grows from the
promises of God. Even in the midst of fear, of challenge, of struggle – even when our view is obscured
by clouds of doubt, God’s gift of untiring hope springs within us, making us glow with its brilliance from
the inside out.
THE SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT, DECEMBER 5TH we find
the PEACE that Jesus brought into the world.
Sometimes peace is like an always-flowing river of grace
and presence of God that we can dip into when we need it most.
God’s peace says “stick with it, beloved, it will be alright”
even when it doesn’t feel completely right, right now.
God’s peace allows us to be “Emmanuel” for each other when
the storms threaten to overtake creation around us.
THE THIRD SUNDAY IN ADVENT, DECEMBER 12TH we find JOY and delight in the stories and songs of
the season. A God-given joy is one that can’t be lost, even in the midst of incredible challenges or an
unjust world. Joy is not a luxury item; it is the right of all people and all creation.
THE FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT, DECEMBER 19TH we find the LOVE that resides in a joyful heart.
Christmas happens when God comes to us in love through Jesus Christ and fills us with love for all
humankind. And we raise our praise in order to repeat what all creation is saying, “God loves you.” We
have the power to create more love in the world just by being loving. It is contagious.
CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP, DECEMBER 24TH A Service of Carols and Candles @ 7 PM in the sanctuary
will help us find the incarnate LIGHT of the word made flesh. The service is designed for all ages
because on Christmas Eve, the child in each of us comes alive with memories of Christmas past and
expectation of the Christmas to come. As this hour-long service comes to a close, once again in the
darkened sanctuary, the light will spread from the Christ light on our Advent wreath to illumine the
faces and the hearts of everyone in the pews as we join in the hushed verses of “Silent Night.”
Surrounded by the evergreen, circled by lights, we will welcome the Light of Christ, and discover that it
is never too late to prepare him room.
THE FIRST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS, DECEMBER 26TH We will give thanks for all the gifts of the
year that is ending and listen for God’s great good news for a new year.

Open & Affirming (ONA) Sunday Recap

On Sunday, October 31, we were blessed to have Candace Low as our guest preacher for Open and Affirming (ONA)
Sunday. A Hartford Seminary graduate, disability justice educator and trainer, and long-time disability rights
advocate, Candace’s theme was “Beloved Everybody!” She helped us think about broadening our ONA commitment
with a specific focus on accessibility issues and the concept of disabilities ministry.
Candace’s message had a personal dimension. As a teen, she suffered a traumatic brain injury from a car accident
that left her with multiple disabilities – short-term memory loss, aphasia, balance and other mobility issues –
creating depression and anxiety. The church of her youth was unable to accept her. “I was missing something deep
within myself,” she told us, adding, “Someone to see me, to love me as I was, to accept me, a home where I was
valued. I needed an accessible church and people that could see and fully accept me.” When she eventually found
an accessible church home it was “the most life-changing event ever.”
Candace shared that “True communities of belonging live the proclamation of the UCC denomination, ‘All Are
Welcome Here,’ in every aspect of congregational life.” One of the ways they do this is by being aware of ableism.
“Views on disability have been passed down through the ages,” Candace said, “creating ableism – discrimination in
favor of an able-bodied person.” “Ableism is much like racism,” she explained, “learned and deeply ingrained. It is a
systemic belief that persons with disabilities are not valuable, inferior and a drain on society. We are somehow not
worthy of love.” Ableism “creates attitudinal barriers, architectural barriers, and communication barriers,” said
Candace, “and the view that disable persons are ‘not enough,’” all of which prevents them from learning,
connecting, and participating in church life. However, Candace witnessed to the fact that churches can be
communities of belonging as they actively counter ableism. “A community of belonging is a sanctuary for my soul,
for love, compassion and kindness,” she explained, “a refuge from a very often too cruel world.”
Candace encouraged us to see our Open and Affirming values of diversity and inclusion as directly connected to
how we address accessibility issues. She pointed out that underneath them all is the fundamental faith
commitment we have – all are welcome, all are affirmed, all deserve to feel belonging, all are loved and loveable. In
Candace’s words, “In a true community of belonging, we recognize the diverse levels in hospitality. Accessibility is
being able to get into the building, diversity is getting invited to the table, inclusion is having a voice at the table but
belonging is having your voice heard at the table! Belonging is being able to do everything others do, to lead, to
follow, to BE valued just as you are, and to be a part of the group called ‘us.’ Beloved is having someone really see
your heart and soul, to see you.”
We are thankful to Candace for sharing her thoughts and perspectives on how we
can further live into our ONA commitment.She has also conducted an accessibility
audit for our church as we consider projects being funded through our
Faith in Our Future Capital Campaign. We should be hearing a report from her on the
results of that audit in the coming weeks.

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN A GREAT SUCCESS!
Our previous Good Word update on our Capital Campaign was written just before our official campaign
kick-off on October 3rd, and this one is being written just before our campaign formally concludes on
Celebration Sunday, November 21st. So again we’re faced with writing about an event beforehand that will
have occurred by the time you read about it.But just as our faith in a successful campaign launch was
borne out, so too do we expect amazing results to be shared on the 21st.
The kick-off event was a huge success, part of which included the exciting news that quiet phase
leadership donors had already pledged over $700,000 towards our campaign goal of $750,000. We also
learned that a very generous anonymous donor had agreed to match dollar for dollar any new and
increased pledges up to an additional $100,000, giving us a wonderful new goal to shoot for. As of this
writing, with one week to go, we’ve raised just over $80,000 towards that match, giving us a current grand
total of over $860,000! By the time you read this, we’ll have announced our final totals at Celebration
Sunday, but already with over $100,000 in excess of our original goal raised, we can clearly call the
campaign a big success!
We are truly blessed to have had so many generous donors commit to our vision for a restored and
renewed building, both outside with our iconic steeple, and inside with our sanctuary and kitchen spaces.
Knowing that many of you reading this now are some of these very same generous donors, your church
family thanks you, from the bottom of our hearts, for your Faith in our Future.
Now nearly a year in process, our exterior restorations continue to present a testimony to the community
of our care and love for our beautiful church building. While we expect the steeple staging to be removed
soon, signaling the completion of the exterior portion of that work, you’ll soon see (or may have already)
work begun on some of our most urgent stained glass window restorations.
The bulk of our campaign funds will be spent inside the building though, on the sanctuary and kitchen
spaces, and possibly some associated work in adjoining areas such as the vestry and narthex. The kickoff event in October showcased the work of our extraordinary sanctuary and kitchen study teams, who
met all summer long to consider the many options for improvements to these spaces. As the campaign
has neared conclusion the teams have held information sessions to hear what congregation members
think about the possible improvements.
With the campaign conclusion, our next steps will be to take the best of our
collective ideas and work with our architect to align them with the budget our
campaign has provided us with.In the Gospel according to Luke (12:48) we
find the words: “From everyone to whom much has been given, much will be
required; and from the one to whom much has been entrusted, even more
will be demanded.” We at First Church Natick have been given much indeed,
and are now entrusted with the great and wonderful responsibility of using
our building to its fullest ability to support our church’s mission.
An exciting future awaits!

Change in Process - Contributions through VANCO
While Vanco (a third-party vendor) provided innovative
donation options when it began several years ago, your
church Finance Team has become concerned about the
rising costs of this service. Even if you generously ask Vanco
to add their processing fee to your contribution,
our church incurs significant additional charges to use the
service on top of the internal costs of reconciling the
accounting related to the Vanco charges.
After an in-depth analysis and thoughtful discussion,
beginning in January 2022, the church Finance team has
decided to require Vanco to charge our donors for all the
fees related to using this service. However, today there
are other ways to support our church without fees to
either you or the church.
The simplest option is to direct your bank (usually through
the ‘Bill Pay’ function) to cut a check for your contribution to our church.
There is no cost to you or the church for this service. Another option is to write a check
each week, month, or quarter and either mail or bring it to worship on Sundays. This
option also greatly reduces the cost.
While this suggested change may require a minor change to your donation patterns, the
benefit to our congregation will be significant. Also, we would be glad to confidentially
discuss other donating options, if that would be helpful to you.
We thank you for your generosity and your partnership in being caring stewards of our
church’s financial resources. As always, please feel free to reach out to me with any
additional questions. I can be reached at r_ramage@yahoo.com
In faith,
Bill Ramage
Executive Financial Officer & Chair, Finance Team

Christmas Poinsettias: Place your order after worship on
December 5th, 12th, or 19th
Help decorate the sanctuary for the holiday season!
Order a poinsettia to remember a loved one or to
celebrate a blessing! Your gift will do more than add
to the beauty of our sanctuary at Christmas.
Following worship on December 26th, poinsettias
will be taken to those in our church family who are
not able to be with us for worship.
Look for Flower Ministry volunteers in the narthex
as you leave worship on the first three Sundays in
December and give them the message of dedication
or celebration that you wish to have printed in the
order of worship, or contact the church office. The
cost is whatever you can contribute.

Elves needed to deliver poinsettias to our homebound members
After worship on December 26th!
We have a number of members and friends in our congregation who are
homebound, especially during the winter months.
We are hoping to find some volunteers who would be able to take a poinsettia
from our morning worship service to them after worship on December 26th.
If you are able to volunteer, please sign up on Sign-up Genius or contact the
church office during the week (admin@firstchurchnatick.org or 508-653-0971).

Victorian Christmas is Back!
Advent Wreath Candle Lighting will follow at 5pm
All ye good folk of this lovely Victorian Church in the Township of Natick,
Don your festive attire for the upcoming Victorian Christmas Gatherings.
All are Welcome to join us to step back in time to enjoy the lovely readings
and stories of a simplier time.
On Sunday afternoons, December 5th and 12th, at 4pm we are looking for people who can
dress up in Victorian apparel and join us in a candlelit sanctuary, to set the stage for our
Natick neighbors and enjoy 45 minutes of favorite music and Christmas readings. Singing is
optional!
If you are participating in your Victorian attire, please arrive at the front steps 15 minutes
early to proceed inside together.
There will be a Victorian Shoppe set up in the Parlor after worship on the two Sundays of the
event and a half hour before the event for all of your festive attire needs.
Please sign up via Sign Up Genius so that we know how many will participate and Karen Shirley
can plan accordingly to give further information and ensure that your costume needs can be
met. If you have any questions please contact karenshirley@aol.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0A4CA8AB23A3FC1-victorian

Outreach Team Update - November 2021
-Lane McDonough, Outreach Team Coordinator
Where did the year go to? It's already November, and it feels like I
was celebrating my first (and only, so far) Covid birthday at home
with family. That was back in January, nearly ten months ago.
Since then, I've got my vaccination, had sit-down dinners in a few
restaurants, and even flown to New Mexico. Things are trending
in the right direction. For now.
As we finish out the year and look forward to new opportunities in
2022, the Outreach Team is looking for input from church
members. What needs do you believe the Outreach Team should
focus on in 2022? We've done surveys in the past. And during our
months of virtual worship, we hosted a few outside organizations
to speak to us about their work and how we might participate and
support it.
What we'd like to try is something you might remember from pre-pandemic days - a face-to-face gettogether to take the pulse of Mission and Outreach at First Church.
On December 11th, Chef Bob and his (elfin?) helpers are planning their next dinner. So far, Chef Bob and
his crew have always come through with delicious and fortifying meals - at an affordable price. I don't
expect anything less for December.
We're inviting everyone who stops by to pick up a dinner to either join us in the vestry for dinner (and a
beverage) or to spend a few minutes speaking (and imbibing) with the Outreach Team. We want to
gauge where your passions lay and what you would like to see us do in the new year.
We're excited that the West Virginia Workcamp is returning in June. West Virginia has been an
excellent opportunity for the youth and adults of the church to be actively involved in outreach work
for more than 30 years. In the past, we've hosted families at the church as part of our involvement with
Metrowest Family Promise. In 2022 we will have volunteer opportunities at their site on Mulligan
Street.
There are other volunteer opportunities out there. As we improve access and useability of our space
through the efforts of the Capital Campaign, we'd also like to explore opportunities to partner with
local organizations. There are local organizations that could also benefit from the expertise and
knowledge of our members.
Continued ...

Outreach Team Update - November 2021
-Lane McDonough, Outreach Team Coordinator
This year the Outreach Team will distribute more than $11,500 to
local, national, and international organizations. Next year we
intend to initiate a program for the church's youth to explore
philanthropy opportunities where they will research organizations
involved in mission and distribute Outreach funds to organizations
they have selected. Outreach is also looking for direction on where
our mission dollars can be best directed.
As we move into the Giving and Holiday season, we encourage members to continue their generous
support of the causes that they feel most called to donate. Locally, the Natick Service Council is
soliciting donations for their Thanksgiving and Holiday Gift Fund
(https://natickservicecouncil.org/thanksgiving-holiday-fund-2021/). Outreach recently contributed
on behalf of the church to the fund.
Our Christmas Offering this year will go to support efforts to help refugees from Haiti and food
security for Metrowest families. We will split the Offering between the Immigrant Family Services
Institute (IFSI-USA) and Daniel's Table in Framingham.
We are wishing you all a Happy Holiday Season.

What's that in the
belfry at FCN????

First Church Natick Giving Tree
The number of people crossing the southern border
has continued to be consistently high, and many of
these families have arrived in Metrowest. For the last
couple of months, The Workers’ Center in Framingham
(CASA) has been assisting approximately five families
per week who need to register with ICE, register kids
for school, obtain vaccines and health insurance.
Additionally, since January CASA has also run food
distribution every other week in both Framingham and
Milford. The demand for food seems to steadily
increase due both to an incomplete job recovery and
the influx of new families.

Immigrant workers have continued performing their essential jobs through the pandemic even though
their wages do not reflect the relevance of their labor in the U.S. economy. Court cases are moving
very slowly and the process may take many years. Many immigrants are not entitled to the benefits
that many of us enjoy – full health care, government subsidies, childcare vouchers, unemployment
benefits, COVID relief packages.
We at First Church Natick have been supporting families in this area for many years. During this holiday
season, we hope to reach out once again and relieve some of the
financial pressure on our neighbors by offering gift cards.
Please help us fill our FCC Giving Tree with Market Basket, Walmart
and Target gift cards this December.
This year the donations will be done online or by check.
Look for more specifics in the upcoming Link and Bulletin.
And make sure you check out our virtual tree for updates
in the coming weeks!

DECEMBER 4, 2021 7–9 PM
Family Promise Metrowest's
2nd Annual Virtual Concert
Great Music, Great Family Stories, Great Cause!
Please join us for our 2nd annual, live-streamed Keeping the Promise virtual concert on December 4,
2021 at 7 pm. This year's event will feature a variety of musicians from across the country sharing their
songs and helping us raise funds to support families in need. Listen to music from various genres, hear
inspirational stories from our families, and use your phone or computer to bid on amazing auction
items.

H O L I D A Y

Lunch Bunch
Thursday, December 16 at 12:00pm
Deck the Halls with Friends at Lunch Bunch!
Hard to believe that it is that time of the year again. If you are feeling as if you were just passing out
Halloween candy and now it’s time for Ho, Ho, Ho and mistletoe, what could be better than Lunch Bunch!
Lunch Bunch is an ideal way to get out of the house and warm up with the company of great people and
good conversation. Everybody is welcome at “Lunch Bunch!” Just bring along a brown bag lunch, but leave
some space for treats because there are always some tasty goodies to share. Even if you can’t linger, stop
by and say hello.
If you need transportation, contact the church office and we would be glad to arrange to pick you up (508653-0971 or admin@firstchurchnatick.org)

From Our Welcome Home Brochure
Gun Violence Vigil & Forum
Wednesday, December 15 @ 7pm
Each December we remember those lives lost to gun
violence in our country and we call for common sense gun
legislation to reduce the harm to our families and
communities.
Join us on the Front Porch for a candlelight vigil to
remember those lives, especially those killed this year.
Following the brief outdoor vigil, we will move inside for a
discussion of the impact of gun violence in our lives
facilitated by ‘Moms Demand Action'.

MLK Community Celebration
Monday, January 17 @ 10AM
Kennedy Middle School Auditorium
Gather with the wider Natick community to
celebrate the life of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
and discover how his legacy continues to
shape our community and empower our young
people to practice justice and compassion for
all people. The Johnson Peacemakers, guest
speakers from the high school and youth
winners of the MLK Essay competition will
present. All are welcome to participate in a
community gathering to follow where you can
meet many of the great people and
organizations committed to service and justice
and social action who make Natick a great
place to live.

Annual Community Opiate Vigil
Sunday, December 19 @ 7PM
The prescription painkiller and heroin crisis is
wreaking a devastating effect on young
Natick residents and their families. During
the holiday season, the Natick community
will gather again to remember those we have
lost and raise awareness about addiction in
MetroWest. The evening will include
testimony, inspirational speaking and prayer,
as well as an invitation to future action.

From Our Welcome Home Brochure
Composting
Pick up by Black Earth Compost every Tuesday
First Church has brought back our composting program! We will
compost food waste from coffee hour, church suppers, and the
ACHIEVE program. We also welcome compost from households.
Contact the green team if you want a counter top container for
your kitchen.

Hayes Parlor Bible Study
First Thursday of the month @ 2PM
We will explore the Gospel of John with the Listen Up!
Bible Study series. This Bible study encourages us to
listen to the Bible, listen to your own questions and
responses, and listen to the honest sharing among
participants in the group. Join us in the Hayes Parlor.

Prayer Shawl Knitting Circle
Second Friday of the month @ 7pm
The Prayer Shawl Ministry combines the
care and love of knitting into a prayerful
ministry that reaches out to those in need
of comfort and solace. Healing prayers are
knitted into shawls and blankets and given
to those during illness, recovery, at times
of loss or in times of joy.

Prayer Circle with Linda Champion via Zoom
Thursdays @ 6:45pm
These quiet, contemplative sessions will last
around 40 minutes, beginning with an opening
centering prayer, followed by a devotional
reading, a sharing of prayer requests and
about 15 minutes of silence and a closing
centering prayer.

We Make the Road by Walking with Sarallyn
Sundays @ 9AM
We will use the book of this title by Brian McLaren in a year-long quest to
seek a fresh way to experience and practice our faith. If you're a long-term
Christian seeking new vitality, or if you feel out of place in traditional church
circles, this group will inspire and activate you in your spiritual journey
through rich study, interactive learning, and personal growth.

Join us for New Years Brunch!
Sunday, January 2nd
Worship @ 10:30 AM
Brunch @ 11:30am in the vestry
Join us for a special New Year’s Communion Worship Service on January 2 in the Sanctuary or live stream
on Pegasus when we will also celebrate Epiphany with our Blessing of the House! This will be Jonathan’s
last Sunday with us so please come to wish him well and send him on his way with our best wishes and
blessings. We are planning a special brunch to follow the worship serviceand are looking for a team to help
with the Brunch - Please contact the office if you are interested in helping with that! This is different than
the New Year’s Brunch in past years but it is bound to be a wonderful way to begin the New year with
fellowship, laughter and joy!
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“North will meet South again at 2 East Central Street in the heart of Natick in a rematch of the “Polar
Bears” and the “Penguins.” Who will capture the coveted “Campbell Progresso Trophy” this year?Will the
Penguins come back after the amazing performance of the Polar Bears in 2021? You have to get in the
game to be part of the action!
The challenge begins on January 9th and concludes at the end of worship on Sunday, February 13th. This
is your chance to come together as a team and win the Souper Bowl!
The rules are straightforward:
Determine if you live north or south of Route 135!If you live north of 135, you are a “Polar Bear.” If you live
south of 135, you are a “Penguin.”
Place your donation either in cash or food product in your team’s basket or soup pot in the front of the
sanctuary any Sunday. For each item or every dollar contributed, your team will earn a point from
January 9th to February 13th.
Or you can go on-line to make your contribution!
Visit YouGiveGoods at:
www.yougivegoods.com/naticksouperbowl2022

At YouGiveGoods you will find a range of products that you can choose to make your team contribution.
YouGiveGoods delivers directly to A Place to Turn at the conclusion of the drive! No fuss, no bother, no need to
remember to bring your stuff on Sunday. You can even make your donation from your smart phone during
worship! If the score narrows, an on-line donation might turn the tide in favor of your team!
All food donations and money raised will go to the A Place to Turn. For those of you who are new to the game,
the “Souper Bowl” has become a favorite February tradition. It doesn’t matter if you are a football fan or not.
This kind of Souper Bowl makes everyone a part of a team to help our Natick neighbors who need a little extra
help to get by.
It’s time to huddle, plot your plays and rally to win the big game!
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