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First Church Natick, 
As we race toward Pentecost, two realities are setting in.
Our pilgrimage together is nearing the point in which I will return to my home and take 
the joy of what I’ve learned and we’ve shared, to people who lack sufficient examples of 
welcome and embrace.  I will cherish what we accomplished in three short months.  We cel-
ebrated new life.  We mourned when loved ones passed away.  We prayed over the sick. We 
reached out in new ways to our neighbors, particularly our Muslim brothers and sisters. We 
kept the tradition of innovating worship alive.  We financially supported life-saving minis-
tries.  We opened our hearts and homes to each other, sharing meals, conversations, joys and 
sorrows.  We loved each other...For that I am eternally grateful.  I would be remiss if I didn’t 
say particular thanks to Vicky, Gail, Sarallyn, Lynne, Bill, Marge, Per, Rick, Myriam, and 
so many others of you who supported my time with you.  I can’t say enough how moved by 
your commitments to the cause of Christ I am.
Secondly, Pentecost is calling to us to go further in building that radically different com-
munity.  The challenge of today’s society is not so much our differences, but our indiffer-
ence toward truly getting to know one another.  Our nation seems to be coming apart at the 
seams, and if we don’t get this relationship building right and quick, we will rue the day we 
let our inaction imperil the institutions that have revolutionized the world.  On that day of the 
original Pentecost, people forgot who they were and from whence they came, first because 
believers took it upon themselves to gather, fast, pray, and believe that God could do the un-
imaginable.  And indeed, that is what happened.  The Spirit united those who had been long 
divided by borders, languages, races, and creeds.  They came together and remarkably defied 
the odds. 
And that is our shared and lived-out truth, too.  I hope that what started at Pentecost, and 
continued into this Sabbatical, will lead us to actively pursue engaging and inviting diverse 
people, not merely to experience our worship, but to help transform it.  Be open to the new 
thing that God will do in you, and don’t let past joys become impediments to new horizons. 
For eyes have not seen, and ears have not heard all God has planned for you and me. 
I look ahead and know that our paths were destined to cross 
the moment God spoke forth light.  And though my eyes are 
filling up with tears at this moment, the trepidation about what 
comes next barely compares to the peace I feel, knowing God 
is nodding in approval of what happens when people lay aside 
their differences and choose to dwell together.  My prayer is 
that you won’t forget, and that you keep living into that radi-
cally inclusive faith, which never loses sight of those made 
invisible by our world.  See them, as you saw me.  Help them, 
as you helped me.  And love them, as God so richly loves you! 
Thank you,
Rev. George E. Oliver
Interim Sabbatical Pastor



Our Tree of Life

On Sunday, April 8th, we welcomed Liam Bradford 
Schmitt with a rose on the communion table to celebrate 
his safe arrival.  Liam was born Wednesday, March 28th, 
weighing in at 7lbs 8oz and 19.5” long. The proud par-
ents are Rachel and Brandon Schmitt, with Avery filling 
the big brother shoes!

Get your Rain Barrel on…
Be the envy of your neighborhood – install a rain barrel 
at your home this spring to capture your roof water and 
conserve water this summer.

The Town of Natick, MA is partnering with the Great 
American Rain Barrel Company again this year to offer 
discounted rain barrels to residents as part of a water con-
servation and sustainability program.  Residents who are 
interested in purchasing the rain barrels must pre-order 
them by Saturday, May 5, 2018 at 5:00 PM.  The barrels 
will then be distributed on the Town Common during the 
Farmer’s Market from 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM on Satur-
day, May 12th.  Participating residents will be responsible 
for picking up their rain barrel on the distribution day 
and for installing the systems at their home.  Installation 
instructions are available online at https://www.greata-
mericanrainbarrel.com/installation-care-and-tips/. To take 
advantage of this offer, please visit www.greatamerican-
rainbarrel.com, select Community Programs and look for 
Natick, MA or contact the company via email at info@
tgarb.com, or call (800) 251-2352.  Order forms are also 
available at the Natick Community Senior Center and 
at the Morse Institute Library for residents who wish to 
preorder by mail.

Special Guest Presentation on 
May 29th at 7:00 PM
The Reverend Jim Antal, MA Conference Minister 
and President ~ Author of recently published 
“Climate Church, Climate World” 
Why should people of faith engage the moral 
challenge of climate change – and how should 
we do it?   Discover how we can respond to 
this crisis as individuals and as people of faith 
when the Rev. Jim Antal joins us on Tuesday, 
May 29th at 7:00 PM to speak about this ur-
gency of climate action and to share readings 
from his new book, Climate Church, Climate 
World.  
From the Foreword by Bill McKibben: This book is written with 
unusual authority, because for as long as there has been a seri-
ous climate movement in the United States, Jim Antal has been at 
the forefront.  I have stood with him at a hundred demonstrations, 
languished with him in jail, sweated next to him in paddy wagons.  
I have listened to him preach the powerful good news—and bad 
news—about the energy and climate crises from pulpit after pulpit.  
And I’ve watched as his cheerful, insistent, relentlessly loving ap-
proach has allowed so many Americans to join in this fight.  He is 
on the short list of heroes who have given their all. 
The evening will include an opportunity for book signing and cop-
ies of Climate Church, Climate World will be available at a 20% 
discount.
See related article on next page.

May Lunch Bunch welcomes the 
Preschool!
May 17th at 11:00 AM
The high point of the Lunch Bunch year has been our May 
gathering when we get to enjoy the children of the First Con-
gregational Preschool as they present their year-end program.  If 
you’ve never been, you are in for a treat!  If you have been, we 
are sure you will be back!  Our preschoolers were born for the 
stage and they bring so much energy and enthusiasm to their 
program that it will definitely make your day!
In order to have enough time to enjoy the program and lunch 
together, Lunch Bunch on May 17th  will begin at 11:00 AM.
Everybody is welcome at “Lunch Bunch!”  Just bring along a 
brown bag lunch.  We’ll have beverages and someone always 
brings along goodies to share.  In fact, it is impossible to leave 
Lunch Bunch hungry even if you forgot your lunch!  If you need 
transportation, just give the office a call (508-653-0971).  We 
would be pleased to pick you up!
And mark your calendars for our summertime Lunch Bunch 
schedule, when we will have the whole vestry to ourselves on 
June 15th at 12:30 PM!



Antal’s Book Garnering Attention 
Outside Church Circles
4/18/2018
By Tiffany Vail,
Associate Conference Minister for Communications
Massachusetts Conference Minister and President Jim An-
tal’s new book, “Climate Church, Climate World” is garner-
ing attention outside of traditional church settings, most 
recently in an article in the Chicago Tribune.
“Do you believe in God?  Then you have a moral duty to 
fight climate change, writes Jim Antal” is the headline on 
the Chicago Tribune article, which outlines Antal’s argument 
that Americans are failing to address climate change because 
it is such a long-term problem. 
Antal’s book not only explores the details of the current cli-
mate crisis and our lack of response, it is also a clarion call 
on people of faith to be the solution.
“Only a repurposed church (and synagogue, mosque and 
temple) will be able to inspire the fundamental changes 
humanity must embrace if we are to restore the continuity of 
God’s great gift of creation,” he says. 
In the book, subtitled “How People of Faith Must Work for 
Change,” Antal writes: “Here in America, if Christianity 
continues to emphasize personal salvation while ignoring 
collective salvation, if we continue to reduce the Creator to 
an anthropocentric projection who privileges and protects 
humanity, however alienated we may be from God’s created 
order, then the practice of religion will continue to diminish 
and it will add little to the redemption of creation.”
Antal is the national spokesman for climate change for the 
United Church of Christ, is a political activist on the issue, 
and has spoken at gatherings of both religious leaders and 
scientists on the topic. He has recently spoken about the 
book at a number of churches in the area, as well as the BU 
School of Theology, Yale Divinity School and the Rhode 
Island Interfaith Power and Light annual meeting.
  

Jim Antal being arrested during a protest

Even before his book was published earlier this spring, it gained 
the attention of notable activists from outside of the church.
“Jim Antal is among the most knowledgeable and passion-
ate advocates of Creation Care, and he captures the complete 
story in Climate Church, Climate World,” wrote Dr. James 
Hansen, director of the Climate Science, Awareness, and So-
lutions Program for the Columbia University Earth Institute.
And Michael Brune, executive director of the Sierra Club, 
writes: “Even more than an environmental problem, climate 
change is humanity’s greatest collective moral crisis, and 
no one understands that better than Reverend Jim Antal ... 
To people of faith – lay or clergy – who are seeking ways to 
engage on this great global challenge: Here is your guide.”
Following each chapter of the book there are discussion ques-
tions aimed at prompting readers to engage in their communi-
ties through everything from Bible study to civil disobedience. 
There are also more than 50 sermon suggestions.
The book, of course, has also garnered praise from religious 
leaders, including Brian McLaren, Archbishop Emeritus Des-
mond Tutu, John Dorhauer and Sharon Watkins.
“This is the book for which we have been waiting concern-
ing the climate crisis!” writes Walter Brueggemann of the 
Columbia Theological Seminary. It is clear… It is bold… It 
is institutionally realistic: this is no generic moral appeal, but 
a bid to the church to take up its primal mission… a welcome 
must read.”
Find out more at www.climatechurch.org .

Cooperative Metropolitan 
Ministries Anniversary Dinner 
features Rev. Liz Walker as 
keynote speaker
Thursday, May 10, 6 PM @ Temple Ohabei 
Shalom in Brooklyn

Rev. Walker is 
well known in the 
Boston area as a 
respected televi-

sion news anchor for many years at WBZ-TV, before taking 
her current position as the pastor of Roxbury Presbyterian 
Church where she is a leader in the struggle for racial and 
economic justice.

Rev. Walker will speak on “Moral 
Courage in Public Policy,” an inspir-
ing and energizing topic in these 
challenging times.
For tickets, visit www.lizwalkerc-
mmdinner2018.eventbrite.com/.  



FCC Member Judy Dixon completed the Boston Mara-
thon on April 16th in support of SPARK Kindness, Inc., an 
organization that partners with community organizations, 
including the Natick Interfaith Clergy Association and the 
Natick Public Schools, to address such community issues as 
diversity; welcome and inclusion; bullying/anti-bullying; 
digital citizenship; self esteem; childhood friendships; stress 
and anxiety.  For 13 weeks, she made 10 - 12 weekly Kind-
ness Deliveries to people in our community.  Some weeks 
the deliveries were random.  Most weeks, the deliveries were 
directed to various groups of people, and her donors had the 
opportunity to nominate recipients for the week’s category.  
She delivered to high school students preparing for midterm 
exams, teachers, coaches, volunteers, veterans, senior citi-
zens, kind kids, faith leaders, community builders, and people 
in need of little “boost.”  In Judy’s words, “It was a transfor-
mative journey.”  
Below is Judy’s final post to her Facebook group, 
Judy SPARKs Kindness: Boston Marathon 2018.  

Thank you to every person and group who donated, nomi-
nated, participated, commented, crafted, followed, encour-
aged, paid it forward, told the story. It has been an incredible 
journey and a privilege to travel it with each of you.
Five Things I Learned on a Marathon of Kindness:
5. When you cannot believe in yourself, the confidence of 
others can be transformative.  It is really hard to have a posi-
tive attitude all by yourself.  With others believing in your 
possibilities, the probability of success increases exponen-
tially.  I cannot count how many times people expressed their 
confidence in me during my training period from January to 
April.  For a while, it seemed like every personal conversa-
tion I had with people closed with a statement of support, and 
ever so slowly I started to see myself the way others did—as 
someone who, injury or not, perfect training plan or not, 
might just make it from Hopkinton to Boston in April.  Each 
donation to Crowdrise for SPARK had the same effect.  It 
was a nonverbal but literal “I am putting my money on you” 
wager.  Those sentiments even spilled out onto the marathon 
course on Monday.  People I knew and people I did not know 
looked me in the eyes and repeated over and over again, 
“You can do this.”  Find someone who needs those words 
and say, “I believe in you.  You’ve totally got this.”  Surround 
yourself with people who will say it back to you.
4. Human beings have super powers.  We keep looking for 
a modern-day super hero somewhere, but we are all already 
gifted.  On the darkest, stormiest and scariest of days, human 
beings can make it SHINE.  Think about that.  You have 

laughed at a funeral.  You have shared a joke at chemo.  You 
have smiled at a moment when you were absolutely terrified. 
You did that because people lit up your darkness.  We have 
the power to lift each other up.  The weather Monday was 
abysmal and I was frankly frightened at the starting line, but 
every moment I spent with friends and family along the way 
was a moment spent walking on sunshine.  In the positive 
presence of others, I actually did not even see the tough road 
ahead.  Soak up the light around you.  Be the light for others. 
THAT is the magic in us.
3. Kindness is not conditional.  Some people bestow kind-
ness on others when certain criteria are met.  For them, it is 
a “waste” to be kind to those who do not measure up in their 
capacity for expressing gratitude or using the gesture for self-
improvement.  I will admit to you that I, too, had moments 
of thinking like that during the Marathon of Kindness.  In 
many cases, I was delivering to people I did not know.  Will 
that random $5 fall into the hands of someone who already 
has more than she needs?  What if that Kind Kid that some-
one nominated goes out and boasts or bullies tomorrow? 
Will this gift I assembled just get thrown away? I let go of 
that selective mind-set early on, though, when I realized that 
trying to have standards for recipients of my gestures was not 
kind at all.  There was no way I could ever decide if some-
one “deserved” a delivery.  What does it even mean to be 
“deserving of kindness?”  I was out there to spread a “wave 
of love, gratitude and joy,” and the best way to do that was 
to plant “love, gratitude and joy” all over the place. Seeds 
sometimes grow in the most unlikely circumstances.  I had 
to be a gardener who took chances.  Kindness lifts people 
up and says, “You--whoever you are, whatever your flaws, 
whatever our differences—you matter, and I care about you. 
You are worthy.”  What happened beyond the delivery of that 
sentiment was not my concern.
2. Kindness to oneself is the most difficult kindness to be-
stow.  SPARK has been handing out cards recently that say: 
“You are enough.”  I had seen them at several of their events 
and thought: “Oh, such a great message.  Powerful.  Great 
to lift others up.  Not me.  There is so much more I need to 
be working on.”  But the Boston Marathon taught me that 
triumph does not always come with a trophy.  It can come 
in a cloak (or warming cape) of mediocrity too.  Boston was 
NOT the physical race I hoped to have.  When I trained for 
an icy half marathon in December and started to find my run-
ning groove, I dreamed of matching or beating my previous 
marathon time (4:29) but on the infamous Boston course!  
With a ½ finish of 2:15 on a hilly New Hampshire course 
and 4 months to get faster and stronger, I was on track to do 
it.  Then, my foot problem kicked in, and I did not have a 
single pain-free day from January 25 on. There was not one 
pair of shoes—running or street shoes—that felt 100% com-
fortable.  There would be no personal record in April, and 
for February and much of March, I truly doubted that I could 
even walk the Boston course. For weeks, I tried to convince 
myself that limping along from Hopkinton to the Natick/
Wellesley line to see all of the local folks who had supported 



my fundraising campaign for SPARK would be OK.  (It 
didn’t sound OK.)  In the end, I was able to jog conserva-
tively—slower than any of my training runs—to finish the 
course incident-free.  Don’t get me wrong.  Once my quads 
were stiffened up from the cold in the second half, I couldn’t 
have gone faster even if I tried, but I held myself back a lot 
in the first half to avoid anything that could force me to drop 
out.  I purposely wore extra layers at the start—extra track 
pants and an entire rain suit.  I knew it would take time to 
stop and take them off on the side of the course as I warmed 
up.  I hydrated everywhere knowing I would be standing in 
porta potty lines when nature called—as it did 4 times.  By 
sabotaging my race time early on, I removed any temptation 
to push my pace and forced myself to run for the experience.  
I stopped and chatted with people from Framingham to 
Newton.  I posed for selfies so I could remember the stormy 
race day when I took my time in the pouring rain. This is 
probably a lot of running talk for many of you, but my point 
is that a win for me on Monday had to be reframed for the 
circumstances.  The athlete in me is fairly embarrassed by 
my sub six-hour performance, but the coach in me knows I 
won.  I beat that injury.  I beat my undertrained legs.  I beat 
the weather.  I beat the inner voices that told me 26.2 miles 
was not going to be possible.  On Monday, April 16, I logged 
my slowest per mile pace ever in the most public run of my 
life.  And I was enough. 
1. Our communities are primed for kindness to have great 
impact right now.  SPARK Kindness, Inc. is committed to 
political neutrality.  That is brilliant.  Every human being 
benefits from kindness so why align with any one group 
or marginalize any other?  ALL politics aside, everyone is 
hurting a little bit right now.  Everyone on all sides of the 
issues feels threatened and betrayed.  I believe that in the 
human experience, perception IS reality.  We need to stop 
trying to talk each other out of our feelings and extend the 
olive branch of empathy.  It is so powerful (and often dif-
ficult) to say, “I hear you.  You feel like x because of y.  That 
is hard for you.”  Some of my friends think that kindness 
is somewhat cliché when our country is facing such deep 
disagreements about race relations, gender roles, LGBTQ 
equality, healthcare, immigration, inclusion, domestic jobs, 
foreign trade, gun ownership, international unrest, terrorism, 
homelessness and poverty.  I understand what they are say-
ing.  Those are some pretty big problems, and no Kindness 
Delivery in the world is going to fix them.  But I have never 
presumed that kindness is a cure for what ails us.  It IS a 
gateway.  Once we connect to one another on a human level, 
once we see the sameness in each other, we become primed 
for having tough conversations that will be effective tools 
to “build kind, resilient and welcoming communities where 
no one feels alone, bullied, unsupported or unconnected” 
(from SPARK’s mission statement).  We may disagree on the 
issues, but if we truly honor the humanity in one another, we 
cannot help but lose the need to BE right and find the desire 
to DO right.  Together.
      ~ Judy

And speaking of kindness...
We received this letter in the mail, along with a donation, 
following the Marathon:

April 18, 2018
To the friendly, kind members of your church:
My husband and I have just returned to Chicago from our 
experience watching our daughter run the Boston Mara-
thon, which as you know was unbelievably challenging for 
both the runners and spectators.   We had never been to the 
Marathon and we knew we could only see her one time and 
chose Natick for our viewing spot.  Upon disembarking from 
the commuter rail, the wind and rain drenched us in no time 
as we made our way to the route.  As we waited along the 
rail in front of your church, I turned to see the sign welcom-
ing people to come in to dry off and order food.  After we 
saw her pass by at 11:30, we had over an hour to wait for the 
12:56 train back to Boston. We came inside for some pizza 
and were so relieved to find the room with chairs and a tele-
vision to watch the race as it unfolded while we warmed up 
and dried off a bit while cheering for the runners.  Everyone 
was so friendly and welcoming; it made all the difference in 
our day.  We want to thank you very much for the hospitality 
and kindness.  As it turned out she made it to Boston before 
we did on the train with a great finish of 3:09!  What a day!
Please use our donation as you see fit for the many causes 
your church helps.
Sincerely,

Brian and Renate Schulz

A reason to celebrate
Pentecost!

Join us in worship for a Pentecost Celebration on May 
20th to welcome Vicky back from her Sabbatical! 
We will hear about Vicky’s many Sabbatical adventures, 
as well as remember the day of Pentecost when the Holy 
Spirit descended on Jesus’s friends and enlivened the 
burgeoning church.  We believe that Pentecost is still 
happening by the work of the Holy Spirit and that “God 
is Still Speaking” in and through us.



Flat Biscuit learning about Racial Justice!

Pub Theology returns on 
Thursday, May 31st
7:30 PM @ the Morse Tavern
Come and join us on May 31st for 
a glass of beer and good conversa-
tion!  The format is simple – beer 
or non-alcoholic beverages, some 
munchies, a great group of inter-
esting people and the spotlight is 
on God.  Pub theology is an excellent evening out to grow 
relationships with your church friends and family.  
We have a smorgasbord of topics this month!  We will be 
discussing issues around Balance, Compassion, Gratitude, 
Common Sense and Peace.  Do you prefer to offer help or 
be helped?  To save or be saved?  How do you respond in a 
crisis?  Where is God in a crisis?  Is gratitude a spiritual dis-
cipline?  How do you practice gratitude, and what role does 
it play in your spiritual or daily life?  What exactly is peace?  
…And this is only a small sampling of discussion topics.
The cost is $10 to cover beverages and munchies.  Seating is 
limited so please sign up in the vestry on Sunday or contact 
the church office to reserve your space.

Oh, the places you’ll go!
And we hope that you will take 
“Flat Biscuit” along with you!
It’s not too late to take Flat Biscuit along for a few adven-
tures before Vicky return!  Copies of Flat Biscuit are avail-
able for you to cut out & color so that you can take him 
along on all your adventures while Vicky is on Sabbatical.  
We want to make a slide show to share with her when she 
returns from her time away from First Church – so she can 
see all of our fun.  
See Sarallyn if you would like your Flat Biscuit to be laminated.
Please send your pictures (and captions, if you would like to 
explain your photo) to sarallyn@firstchurchnatick.org.
  

Our next Riverbend Bible Study
is Thursday, May 3rd @ 2:00 PM
This month our Riverbend Bible Study will take a detour 
to watch and discuss a short HBO documentary called The 
Number on Great-Grandpa’s Arm.  It is a poignant film 
showing an intimate conversation between a young boy and 
his great-grandfather, an Auschwitz survivor.  The exchange 
is woven with historical footage and hand-painted animation 
to tell a story of Jewish life in Eastern Europe before and 
during the Holocaust.

 

We meet in the library at Riverbend Rehab, 34 South Lincoln, 
South Natick, hosted by Barbara Hayes and Alva Chapin.  
Our meetings occur on the first Thursday of the month. No 
preparation is required.  If you need transportation to River-
bend, contact the church office and we will arrange to pick 
you up (508-653-0971 or admin@firstchurchnatick.org).

City Reach Thanks you!
A group of six youth and two adults from First Church 
Natick attended City Reach ~ a Street Outreach Ministry in 
Boston at the beginning of March.  It was an eye-opening 
experience for our youth to meet and get to know people 
who are living on the streets of Boston.  We had the oppor-
tunity to go on a night walk with our City Reach hosts, who 
showed us some of the popular places for people to seek 
shelter from the street in the cold weather.  We experienced 
a rainy worship service at the fountain on the Boston Com-
mon.  The next morning, we helped set-up and distribute 
donated items at the open house.  Our two cars were full of 
donations from our congregation on the way to the city and 
we saw first-hand how appreciated those items were when 
the guests came in after waiting for hours to select clothing, 
bedding and toiletries.  You would be proud of our young 
people for the engaging and open way that they offered 
hospitality to the guests.  We had a chance to talk after lunch 
about the open house with the larger group, which included 
six other youth groups from all around New England.  
We thank the congregation on behalf of the City Reach 
staff as well as the 200+ people who took advantage of the 
hospitality offered during the open house.  It truly makes a 
difference to so many people right here in our own state!  



March For Our Lives

Tens of thousands of people took part in Boston’s March For 
Our Lives on  Saturday, March 24th, as part of a national 
movement for gun control, with students at the front and 
adults waiting patiently to join the back of the crowd.  One 
carload from First Church Natick ascended to the street from 
the parking garage outside Boston’s Park Plaza Hotel to find 
that the procession was just approaching from the south, so 
we awaited the march’s arrival and joined the chanting crowd 
on its way to the Boston Common.  It was an inspiring sight 
to see so many young people feeling empowered to raise their 
voices in protest about something that matters to them.  

Easter Eggs

This is just a sampling of the 26 dozen Easter Eggs that the 
First Church Natick children colored and donated to Chap-
lains on the Way in Waltham on Palm Sunday this year.   
(And Flat Biscuit helped!)

FCC 2018/2019   
Scholarship Applications

 Scholarship applications for the 2018 /2019 academic 
year are available on the table in the ground-level 

elevator lobby. 
All applications must be submitted by May 13.
No applications will be accepted after this date.

Pilgrimage
Our pilgrims have returned from their journey to New 
Hampshire, blessed with fresh eyes and awakened hearts.  
Our pilgrimage to the north was blessed with time for reflec-
tion and discussion, laughter and tears, challenges, both 
physical and mental, and amazing food!  We are indeed 
fortunate to have had the experience to spend time getting 
in touch with our tradition, our God, and to get to know one 
another better.  
It seemed as though we were traveling back in time as we 
arrived in Alton, New Hampshire to find snow on the ground 
and winter still in the air!  But as you can see from this 
sampling of photos, it did warm up throughout the week and 
we spent a lot of our time in the great outdoors.  There was a 
labyrinth walk and a walk on the beach; we challenged our-
selves on a high ropes course and zip line; we learned how 
to blow glass; we discovered some rustic covered bridges; 
we prepared the soil for planting in a food bank garden; we 
hiked to the peak of Pine Mountain for a panoramic view 
of Lake Winnipesaukee; some of us saw the sun rise over 
the lake one morning; we played games; we told stories; 
we discovered lectio divina (bible study); we reflected and 
journaled; we made prayer bead bracelets and wire art; and 
we ate, and ate, and ate.  
Our youth who participated were Lola Basiliere, Maya Mar-
tinez and Nicole and Tara Sivak.  I wish that everyone in the 
congregation could have the privilege of getting to know our 
youth like we did this week – Chris Gentry and Bob Seiche 
and Sarallyn are honored to have the privilege to be the ones 
to accompany this group on their pilgrimage.  The future of 
humankind is in good hands with these young people!



Looking ahead to the Rite 13 
ceremony on Sunday, May 6th 
“Nothing Goes Without Saying” 
How often do we think things like, “She knows I love 
her – it goes without saying” or “He knows how much I 
appreciate all his hard work – it goes without saying?”  In 
fact, nothing goes without saying, and the important things 
should NEVER go without saying.  Words can be a pow-
erful affirmation, and the absence of the right words can 
leave a void that really hurts. There are things we know, but 
sometimes we still need to hear them loud and clear.  
During the Sunday morning worship service on May 6th, 
our Rite 13 Ceremony will allow our congregation to 
say some important things to the members of the Rite 13 
group who are turning 13 this year.  This ceremony gives 
our church family a way of saying to our young people 
in words the things we hope we’ve conveyed all along – 
things like: “We stand with you as you make your way on 
the journey; we are here for you; we are proud of you; we 
love you; God loves you.” 
It’s easy to just assume that our teens feel appreciated and 
accepted as a vital part of our church, but adolescence can 
be such a time of uncertainty, and some things just can’t be 
said often enough.  Please plan to be with us in worship on 
May 6th, and keep these young people in your prayers as 
they prepare for this significant event.  Rite 13 families and 
leaders will gather prior to worship for a celebratory break-
fast to honor this passage.

Eisenmenger Walk set for 
Sunday, May 20th
On May 20th, there will be a walk in memory of Bob 
Eisenmenger along the trail that bears his name.  Partici-
pants will gather on the Natick Common at 2:00 PM, head 
to Coolidge Field, and follow the 1.5-mile Eisenmenger 
Trail through various wooded areas, ending at Memorial 
School in South Natick. People have the option of walk-
ing back on alternate branches in the trail system, or take 
shuttles back to the Common.
This walk commemorates the first anniversary of Bob’s 
passing, as well as the 10th anniversary of the trail’s dedi-
cation, which was marked with a similar walk on May 18, 
2008.  This walk, like the original walk, is organized by our 
church, in conjunction with Natick’s Open Space Advisory 
Committee. 
Bob Eisenmenger died on May 24, 2017, at age 90.  He 
served on the Natick Planning Board for 35 years, where he 
promoted the use of cluster zoning to secure open space and 
was instrumental in securing trail easements as part of new 
subdivisions.  Several of those easements form a continuous 
link from Natick Center to South Natick, which the Board of 
Selectmen designated as the Eisenmenger Trail upon his re-
tirement from the Planning Board in 2007.  Bob also served 
as the Planning Board’s representative to the Open Space 
Advisory Committee for the committee’s first seven years.
For further information, contact Sarallyn at (508) 653-0971 
or sarallyn@firstchurchnatick.org.

Come and enjoy a night at the carnival with the Charles River Chorale.  This spring concert marks their 33rd season and 
they are ready to entertain you and your family with fun songs and medleys!  There are songs for the whole family, along 
with the Charles River Children’s Choir.  There will be chances to win raffle prizes following the concert.  And of course, 

refreshments will be waiting for you when everything is done!
Tickets:  $18 adults / $10 children / $15 seniors & students / families (4+) $50

Singing in the concert from First Church Natick are Bob and Jean Sniffin.



Easter Offering 2018
Our special Easter Offering for 2018 totaled $1,610.  In a 
world where it often seems that good news is scarce, our 
Easter offering reaches out to touch lives and to change them 
for the better.  Thanks to your generosity, we were able to 
divide our special offering between two important organiza-
tions:  The LGBT Asylum Task Force and One Great Hour 
of Sharing
The LGBT Asylum Task Force assists lesbian, gay, bisex-
ual, transgender, and queer (LGBTQ) asylum seekers who 
have fled their country of origin to escape persecution. Many 
of the asylum seekers have been traumatized, beaten, ha-
rassed, and/or raped in their home country where it is illegal 
to be LGBTQ and have come to the United States in search 
of safety.  You can learn more about the LGBT Asylum Task 
Force at www.lgbtasylum.org.
Through One Great Hour of Sharing, we join with eight 
other denominations to carry God’s message of love and 
hope to people in more than eighty countries, working with 
international partners to provide sources of clean water and 
food, education and health care, small business micro-credit, 
emergency relief, advocacy and resettlement for refugees.  
On average, throughout a year, the United Church of Christ 
responds to disaster once every 2.5 days.
Through our Easter Offering in 2018, we have the chance 
to go beyond the headlines and the politics to help ordinary 
people working with limited resources or caught in events 
that have turned their hopes and expectations upside down. 

Race Amity Day Picnic 
June 10th, noon - 2:30 PM 
on the Natick Common
Race Amity Day began with the purpose of having a day to 
focus on building friendships to break down racial barriers.  
Join us on the Natick Common to celebrate family, fun and 
culture in Natick at this family friendly picnic.  
Bring a blanket and lunch to eat while enjoying the musical 
and dance presentations and games for the kid!

First Church Natick climbs the 
ladder to Level Two in the UCC 
Green Congregation Challenge!

Our congregation continues its work to be “green” and build 
momentum around climate justice…  In 2018, we completed 
the divestment of our endowed funds from companies engaged 
in fossil fuel exploration and extraction, joining the network of 
Fossil Free UCC churches to stand with those whose lives and 
livelihoods are endangered by climate change.  We continue 
to upgrade our physical plant to reduce our carbon footprint, 
and we celebrate the great gift of creation through worship and 
faith formation opportunities using resources from the Seasons 
of Creation lectionary and Greenfaith, as well as creating our 
own summer environmental curriculum for children.  Quarter-
ly Environmental Action Sundays focus on a variety of topics, 
including updates from our town’s Sustainability Coordinator 
to a discussion of Lyme Disease with our state representative.
We partnered with local groups in Natick to pass single use 
plastic bag bans and restrictions on polystyrene and to en-
courage homeowners to install solar panels.  Natick set a 
state-wide record for solar capacity!  Members are active in 
Keep Natick Beautiful and Natick Trails projects.  One project 
involved planting milkweed seedlings – a plant essential to 
monarch butterflies – in an area of town forest previously 
cleared of knotweed.  We celebrate our great open spaces.
Our congregation also collaborated with Pastor Vicky to create 
a sabbatical program focused on environmental action.  While 
she trained with Al Gore’s Climate Reality Project and joined 
in advocacy initiatives with Mass Interfaith Power and Light, 
the congregation created community garden beds, added a rain 
barrel, participated in Mass Audubon programs and the launch 
of 100% Renewable Natick.  As part of her sabbatical, Vicky 
travelled with her family to Costa Rica, which is on track to 
become carbon neutral by 2021.  Along for the trip was our 
church mascot, Biscuit the stuffed sloth.  As part of their trav-
els, they visited Kids Saving the Rainforest – a wildlife rescue 
sanctuary supported by the children of First Church.  And last, 
but certainly not least, our congregation regularly celebrates 
International Sloth Day in October! 
We will be recognized at the UCC annual meeting this sum-
mer for our Level Two status, but we’re not done – we will 
continue this work and shoot for Level Three in the coming 
year.  Contact Sarallyn if you are interested in joining our 
Green Team to get involved in this important ministry.



Maundy Thursday Reflection
by Myriam Jennings
I have always loved Maundy Thursday at our church.  This is 
a special evening when we all come together to share a sim-
ple meal. And it is the debut of the youth group at creating a 
service for the adults.  It is the moment when, as adults, we 
realize that our youth have changed from timid adolescents 
and they begin to find confidence in their voices as they read 
portions of the program in the bulletin and the scriptures. 
They are the servants and they are also the protagonists.  It is 
another moment in our church when we uplift them and pro-
vide another rite of passage from adolescence to adulthood.  I 
love to witness this transformation.
This year there was another special transformative moment 
for me at our Maundy Thursday service: the washing of the 
feet.  During lent, with the leadership and inspiration from 
our Interim Pastor George Oliver, we traveled deep into 
the heart of our church looking for our role and place in the 
racial and social justice arenas. Instead of the station of the 
cross that one would find ordinarily in a church, there were 
stations depicting these issues that represent the troubled 
times we live in in our country.  Surrounding our sanctu-
ary there were pictures, poems and writings representing 
issues faced by the GBLTQ community, Racial, Economic, 
Criminal and Climate Justice, and immigration issues.  These 
issues were front and center in the washing of the feet.  Rev. 
Oliver washed the feet of members of our congregation 
that have been actively involved in dealing with issues.  He 
thanked each one of them for their service and for creating 
the awareness and commitment to resolve the problems that 
these issues represent in our community and our society.  
Then it came my turn to wash Rev. Oliver’s feet, represent-
ing the criminal justice system.  I was moved by the request 
that it would be me that would wash his feet.  He represented 
the population of young black men unjustly incarcerated by 
our criminal justice system.  He represented all those young 
black men that have been killed by the police because of the 
color of their skin.  He represented the mass incarceration of 
a people that our society continues to segregate by policies 
that choke them, and do not allow them an upwardly social 
and economic mobility.  I was moved to tears. I so wished 
that my tears would wash away the injustices and would re-
deem us as a society.  I so wished that our hearts would break 
wide open and allow us to embrace and transform the pain 
we have caused. 
As I turned to the rest of the congregation, I saw our youth 
and in them I saw the hope for a more just society.  They 
were the servants and protagonists of our church’s Maundy 
Thursday service -- a role that they can continue to play as 
we, the adults, continue to fight for what is just and good, 
and strive to leave behind a better world for our children, as 
we prepare our children to be just and good for the world.

A Reflection on Good Friday
by Rev. Jonathan C. Tetherly
I am the recently retired protestant chaplain at the Hampden 
Correctional Center in Ludlow, Massachusetts.  I presently 
chair the Actual Justice Task Team of the Massachusetts 
Conference, UCC, and have been an ordained United Church 
of Christ minister since 1974.  I am a board member of Mas-
sachusetts Citizens Against the Death Penalty, and presently 
chair the Hampden County Chapter of same.  I am a trustee 
of the Pioneer Valley Central Labor Council, and often con-
duct the invocation at labor-sponsored events.
Rev. George Oliver recently invited me to participate in the 
Good Friday service at First Congregational Church, Natick, 
where he currently serves as pastor.  I was one of seven 
participating clergy, including those with United Methodist 
and American Baptist ordinations, and one Muslim imam. 
George gave each of us one of the seven last words of Christ 
as our scripture for a brief preaching assignment.
The mood of Good Friday, the remembrance of the day Jesus 
died on the cross, is always dark.  George made sure that 
point got across, as he turned down the lights in the church 
to a minimum level. I could not sing the first hymn because I 
could not read the words.  But the loss of visibility was more 
than compensated by the literal darkness throughout the 
service.  We preachers told stories, or we shouted our truth, 
or we brought new light to scripture, or we brought new 
knowledge about the religious importance of Mary, Jesus’ 
mother, in the Quran.
The First Congregational Church of Natick, UCC, senior 
choir selections were powerful, beautifully sung, and well 
chosen. Soloists of the African American tradition lifted up 
the agony of the occasion with spirit and power.  Rev. Oliver 
conducted the service, while offering his own solo rendi-
tions, including the holding of a note higher than I, a tenor, 
cannot reach, and held it for 15 seconds, the ultimate repre-
sentation of Jesus’s agony. 
The finale of the service was even more unusual and pro-
found than anything that had gone before.  All the worship-
ers and service participants were given a nail and a soft 
mallet, and encouraged to pound the nail into a cross made 
of parts of a local fallen tree, draped with a black net.  The 
nails in the cross were ours.
I have been a part of thousands of worship services through-
out my lifetime.  As I think back over my 73 years, I can-
not recall any service that was more thoughtfully arranged, 
inspiring, and appropriate for the occasion, than this service.
Sincerely,
Rev. Jonathan C. Tetherly



It’s almost time to pack up the 
vans and head to West Virginia 
Work Camp! 
Almost heaven, West Virginia
Blue ridge mountains, Shenandoah river
Life is old there, older than the trees
Younger than the mountains, blowing like a breeze
      ~ John Denver, Take Me Home, Country Roads
Our intrepid Work Campers will spend a week of their time 
this summer on crews to make homes in Cabell-Lincoln 
County warm, safe, and dry.  Even if you can’t make the trek 
down to West Virginia, you can be  a part of this important 
mission work.  You can make an investment in the project by 
purchasing tax deductible “stock” in our cause.  We hope you 
will consider making a donation to this wonderful cause.

$20.00    Paint a room

$40.00     Dig a ditch

$60.00               Build an outhouse

$80.00   Repair a foundation

$100.00            Build a safe porch

$200.00    Re-shingle a roof

Please make checks payable to: FCC Work Camp
And, send your check to:  
 The First Congregational Church    
 c/o The West Virginia Work Camp
 2 East Central Street
 Natick, MA  01760

Heritage Chorale Spring Concert

Choral works by Vivaldi, Zelenka, and Johann Michael 
Haydn, accompanied by chamber orchestra and conducted 
by John Finney.
Purchase tickets at the door or online at heritagechorale.org:
Singing in the concert from First Church Natick are Barb 
Bertram, Jonathan Guest, Sarallyn Keller and Wendy 
Robbins.

FCC Walks the Walk for Family 
Promise MetroWest!
A huge thank you to Jeff, Robin, Jenna & Ben Clausen, 
Janice, Ray & Miles Gilkes, Maureen Mann, Carolyn Wil-
liams, Gail Martin and Dan Weddle for participating in 
Family Promise MetroWest’s Walk Away Homelessness 
Walkathon on April 7th.  Together, with other walkers in our 
area, $168,321 was raised to assist homeless families with 
children!
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Middle School Parent Workshops: Hot Topics 
Thursday, May 10th, 6:30– 8:30 PM at Wilson Middle School, Natick 
For parents and caregivers (grades 4-8)
Join middle school educators and administrators for an evening of workshops on different topics to help parents navigate the 
middle school years. 
Lead Sponsors: Natick Public Schools, SPARK Kindness 

Drugs: True Stories ~A Discussion for Middle Schoolers and 
their Parents
Monday, May 14, 6:45 PM
Morse Institute Library, Lebowitz Meeting Hall
For students in grades 6-8 and their parents / guardians / caregivers
This interactive workshop and discussion will use the Drugs: True Stories DVD series to foster dialogue and provide tips 
about 1) how to recognize substance use in a young person; 2) how to respond; and 3) tips for staying drug and alcohol free.  
Hear from young people in recovery and their parents about their journeys and what they learned along the way.
Lead Sponsors: Natick Together for Youth, Town of Natick, Natick Public Schools, SPARK Kindness


