
First Congregational Church of Natick 

United Church of Christ 

An Open and Affirming Congregation 

Twentieth Sunday After Pentecost 
   October 18, 2020 

Open and Affirming Sunday 

“Our goal is to create a beloved community  
and this will require a qualitative change in our souls  

as well as a quantitative change in our lives.” 
~ Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Welcome To Our Digital Worship!  
In this church we focus on the things that matter.  It doesn’t matter to us if you grew up in 
a church or never set foot in one before. You matter to us.  We welcome you as you are, 
because we believe that we are all embraced by God's inclusive and extravagant love.  

We invite you to “check in” on the social media of your choice, let them know that 
you are doing church, even in these uncertain times, ask your networks for prayer 

requests, or otherwise bring your online self into God’s presence today.   
 

Sharing Your Prayer Requests 
 

Because of a few minutes broadcast delay, prayer concerns and celebrations to be shared 
during worship can be emailed to prayers@firstchurchnatick.org at any time before or 
during the worship service up to the Reflection. 
 
Prelude                        A Hudson Cycle 

Thomas Foster, piano 
Nico Muhly 

Welcome & Announcements  

(Following the Announcements, we invite you to have a candle available to light as your 
worship leaders light the Christ Candle) 

 

Lighting the Christ Candle  

  



Call to Celebration  Sarabeth Guptill 

(Kimi Floyd Reisch, UCC ONA Program Minister, 2020) 
 
We come today, representing all the majesty of creation. 

Diverse and beautiful, blessed and beloved,  
All made in the image of the Creator of all things. 

We come today, called to this time and this place by an infinite God 
Who hears our cries and responds with love and mercy. 

We come today, Transgender, Nonbinary, Bisexual, Two-Spirit, Lesbian, Intersex, Gay, 
Queer, Ally. 

We come today, knowing you will listen and answer our needs. 
We come today, to deliver our joined prayers of hope. 

We come today, a people mourning still our losses,  
Still facing the ravages of the Covid-19 pandemic  
And the pandemic of institutionalized racism that has plagued our world for 

 centuries. 
We come today, knowing you care for us. 

We come today, knowing that even when others reject us,  
Your arms are open to offer comfort, so we come.  
 

Hymn No.  6 Bring Many Names Westchase 
 
Bring many names, beautiful and good, celebrate, in parable and story, 
Holiness in glory, living, loving God.  Hail and Hosanna! Bring many names! 
 
Strong mother God, working night and day, planning all the wonders of creation, 
Setting each equation, genius at play:  Hail and Hosanna! Strong mother God! 
 
Warm father God, hugging every child, feeling all the strains of human living, 
Caring and forgiving till we’re reconciled:  Hail and Hosanna! Warm father God! 
 
Old, aching God, gray with endless care, calmly piercing evil’s new disguises, 
Glad of good surprises, wiser than despair:  Hail and Hosanna! Old, aching God! 
 
Young, growing God, eager, on the move, saying no to falsehood and unkindness, 
Crying out for justice, giving all you have:  Hail and Hosanna! Young, growing 
God! 
 
Great, living God, never fully known, joyful darkness far beyond our seeing, 
Closer yet than breathing, everlasting home:  Hail and Hosanna! Great, living God! 
   

  



Opening Prayer (together)       (Kimi Floyd Reisch, 2020, based on Romans 6) 
 

 Holy One, we come before you in these mortal bodies, 
  Pledging that we will become instruments of peace, love and hope. 
   Christ called us to serve as disciples to all nations, to all people. 
 We commit to serving without fear, learning how to serve as Jesus served, 
  Seeing the beloved-ness of your people, people set free by the life and death of 
   Jesus.  
 Let us be instruments to glorify you, O God. 
  Let our hearts and minds hear Jesus’ message of love and hope. 
   God of all truth and goodness, help us to set aside shame, 
    Shame that has no advantage. 
 Shame that does not reflect the good news, that we have been given eternal life. 
  Let us be obedient to the work Jesus entrusted to us, 
   Let us hear his teaching, and through it learn how we are to treat one  
    another. 
 Hear this prayer of our hearts, O God.  
  Amen.  
 
Sharing the Peace of Christ  

(Reach your hands out in a gesture of blessing or place your hands together over 
your heart and bow in a sign of Namaste.  Once worship is concluded, consider 
being in touch with someone you know to share Christ’s peace.) 

Offering Ourselves and Our Substance 

Offertory Music  Another Time Eve Beglarian 

Song of Praise (Please feel free to use either traditional or inclusive language.) 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, all heavenly hosts, Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

Prayer of Thanksgiving  

Scripture Reading Hebrews 13:1-3 & Matthew 10:40-42 

Reflections on Our Open and Affirming Commitment 

What ONA Has Meant – Carolyn Cheever 

What ONA Means – Bill Ladd 

What ONA Might Mean – Jonathan New 

  



Celebrating the 17th Anniversary of Our Open and Affirming 
Commitment 

Introductory Prayer 
 
Reaffirming Our ONA Covenant 
 
The First Congregational Church of Natick affirms the dignity and worth of every 
person. We are called to express the love and welcome of Christ. We celebrate the 
diversity of God’s creation and the gifts, talents and resources of all who strive to build 
a church that is faithful to God. 
We, therefore, covenant again to be an open and affirming congregation. We embrace 
and support those who experience rejection and find themselves in exile from spiritual 
community. We welcome people of every ability, race, culture, gender, economic 
circumstance, gender identity and sexual orientation. 
	

Gathering Our Community in Prayer 
 Concerns and Celebrations of the Congregation 
 Open and Affirming Litany (Response: God, hear our prayers) 
 

The Lord’s Prayer (together) 

  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
  Thy kingdom come.  Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread. 
  And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  Amen.  
  



Hymn No. 363 In the Midst of New Dimensions New Dimensions 

In the midst of new dimensions, in the face of changing ways, 
Who will lead the pilgrim peoples wand’ring in their sep’rate ways? 
God of rainbow, fiery pillar, leading where the eagles soar,  
We your people, ours the journey now and ever, now and ever, now and evermore.   
 
Through the flood of starving people, warring factions and despair, 
Who will lift the olive branches? Who will light the flame of care? 
God of rainbow, fiery pillar, leading where the eagles soar,  
We your people, ours the journey now and ever, now and ever, now and evermore.   
 
Though we reach the highest heavens, holding worlds at our command, 
We are yet a desert people searching for the promised land. 
God of rainbow, fiery pillar, leading where the eagles soar,  
We your people, ours the journey now and ever, now and ever, now and evermore.   
 
Should the threats of dire predictions cause us to withdraw in pain, 
May your blazing phoenix spirit resurrect the church again. 
God of rainbow, fiery pillar, leading where the eagles soar,  
We your people, ours the journey now and ever, now and ever, now and evermore.   

 
Blessing 
  
Postlude In the Middle  Sally Whitwell 
  



Composer Bios 
 

 

 
 

 
Her chamber, choral, and orchestral music has been commissioned and widely performed 
by The Los Angeles Master Chorale, the Bang on a Can All-Stars, The Chamber Music 
Society of Lincoln Center, The California EAR Unit, The Orchestra of St. Luke's, Relâche, 
The Paul Dresher Ensemble, Sequitur, and The American Composers Orchestra, among 
many others. She received a Foundation for Contemporary Arts Robert Rauschenberg 
Award (2015).  [source: Wikipedia] [photo: Lorenzo Ciniglio]     
 

 
 
As a solo recording artist, Sally has four albums to her name. Her debut album Mad Rush: 
solo piano music of Philip Glass  won her the 2011 ARIA for Best Classical Album. Sally 
is very active as a conductor, composer and accompanist in choral music. In 2015 she has 
enjoyed an extensive tour of China, Hong Kong and Inner Mongolia with Sydney 
Children's Choir, with whom she regularly works.  [edited for length, source: 
sillywhatwell.weebly.com] 
 
  

NICO MUHLY (b.1981) is an American composer and sought-after 
collaborator whose influences range from American minimalism to the 
Anglican choral tradition. The recipient of commissions from The 
Metropolitan Opera, Carnegie Hall, Los Angeles Philharmonic, Tallis 
Scholars and St. John’s College, Cambridge and others, he has written 
more than 100 works for the concert stage, including the opera Marnie 
(2017), which premiered at the English National Opera and was staged  

by the Metropolitan Opera in the fall of 2018.  Muhly is a frequent collaborator with 
choreographer Benjamin Millepied and, as an arranger, has paired with Sufjan Stevens, 
Antony and the Johnsons and others. His work for stage and screen include music for the 
Broadway revival of The Glass Menagerie and scores for films including the Academy 
Award-winning The Reader. Born in Vermont, Muhly studied composition at the 

EVE BEGLARIAN (b. 1958) is a contemporary 
American composer, performer and audio producer of 
Armenian descent. Her music is often characterized as 
postminimalist.   

SALLY WHITWELL  Award winning musician Sally Whitwell 
maintains a busy freelance career as pianist performer, conductor, 
composer and educator from her base in Sydney, Australia. Recent solo 
concert appearances for Sally have included the world premiere of the 
Philip Glass Complete Piano Etudes for Perth International Arts Festival 
and Ten Tiny Dancers, an all-singing-all-playing-all-dancing cabaret 
piano recital for the Famous Spiegeltent season at Arts Centre Melbourne.   



 
Livestreamed & Recorded Worship 
In consideration of the safety of our worship leaders and to demonstrate that everyone 
should avoid going out into public unless absolutely necessary our worship leaders will 
continue leading worship from their homes for the foreseeable future.  During this time, 
livestreamed and local access cable broadcasting of worship at the usual Sunday 10:30 
a.m. worship time will continue as usual.   
 
Worship is at the very center of our life together as a congregation, as well as being at the 
heart of our call to proclaim and embody the good news of Jesus in the world.  Church 
leaders remain committed to ensuring that we can do that well.  Thanks in advance for your 
patience and understanding as we seek to do what is best for our worship leaders and right 
for our community while remaining a church that gives high priority to worship together as 
the Body of Christ.  If you have feedback for our worship leaders please contact Jonathan 
at pastor@firstchurchnatick.org.  We appreciate your input! 
 
Post Worship Fellowship 
11:30AM – 12:30 PM, on Zoom following livestream worship 

Join us for an informal virtual gathering where we can greet one another, and – if the 
spirit strikes us – talk about the day’s worship experience.   

Join Zoom Meeting 
Follow this link for the videocall:  https://zoom.us/j/314817921 or,  

To join by phone: call in at (929) 205-6099, then enter 314817921# (and don’t 
forget the # at the end!).   

 
NOTE:  Please be patient for the arrival of your Zoom host since he may still be 
transitioning from live-streaming the worship. 

 
  



Calendar for October 18, 2020 – October 25, 2020 
Sunday, October 18 10:30 AM 

11:30 AM 
2:00 PM 

 
5:00 PM 
7:00 PM 

Virtual Worship will be live streamed on Pegasus. 
Post Worship Fellowship via Zoom  
Virtual Worship service will be available on the church 
website. 
Jr. Youth Group via Zoom 
Sr. Youth Group via Zoom 

Tuesday, October 20 5:00 PM 
 

Children in Grades 5 & 6 via Zoom 
World Series Pizza from Bob’s Pizzeria!  

Wednesday, October 21 12:00 PM Mid-week Connection via Zoom 

Friday, October 23 1:00 PM Lunch Bunch on Natick Common 

Sunday, October 25 10:30 AM 
11:30 AM 

2:00 PM 
 

Virtual Worship will be live streamed on Pegasus. 
Post Worship Fellowship via Zoom  
Virtual Worship service will be available on the church 
website. 

 
  



Together, We're Making A Difference! 
 
Our church is responding to the current health crisis in innovative ways, by continuing to 
gather on Sundays in live-streamed worship, and being in fellowship and shared ministry 
through videoconferencing.  Now we're also exploring how to further live into our identity 
as Natick’s Digital Front Porch.  Far from putting our mission on hold, this is the time 
when Spirit-led people can tend the spirits of others in our community feeling anxious and 
isolated.  There’s never been a more important time to proclaim and embody the Good 
News of God’s abiding love given to us by Jesus! 
 
We need your generous support of our shared ministry during this time when the offering 
plate isn’t being passed during in-person worship.  The average congregation receives only 
16% of its household contributions from mailed, online, or auto-bill paid giving.  Most 
comes through the offering plate.  We’re pleased that 63% of our giving is now coming in 
alternative ways.  But, while this is a terrific shift, it still means that we’re only seeing 
about two-thirds of our regular giving from church members and friends.  If you haven’t 
done so already, here’s how you can shift your in-person offering plate giving to other 
giving means:  

• Mailing in donations to:  2 East Central Street, Natick, MA, 01760.   
• Making one-time or recurring gifts online through our church website and its secure 

giving platform:  http://firstchurchnatick.org/give-online. 
• Setting up auto-bill pay with your bank (usually be done online), just the same way 

you would for paying utility bills.   

The world needs what FCC Natick can be and do, particularly in this time that is 
challenging all of us in unprecedented ways.  Thanks for doing your part to make sure we 
can keep our unique and vibrant ministry going at just the moment it’s needed most!   
 

  



Prayer List 
Liam Schmitt 

Isabella 
Jenna Hayes 

Abby Robbins 
Jane Hall 
Ronnie 
Kathy 
Susan 
Patrick 
Oliver 
Mitch 
Polina 

Jean-Paul 
Randall D. 

Karen	
Hailey	
John	

Don Peterson	
Nicholas 
Carole 
Kiara 

Aphrodite Hoge 
Joe 

Anna Hayes 
Stephan Gordon 

Chris Gobron 
John Swaney 
Jamie Polk 

John Van Ness 
Becky Sherman 

Canasta 
Solidaria 

Lynne Parker 
Margarita Ralios 
Connie Sullivan 

Family & Friends of Nadena Wonkka 
Family & Friends of Bob McDonough 

Family & Friends of Sheryl Forbes 
Family & Friends of Ralph Peters 

Family & Friends of Bob DiNapoli 
Family & Friends of Bob Dutton 

Family & Friends of Gregor and Kelsey  
The Rodriguez Cruz family 
Peter Sinesi & his family 
Sara Hull & her family 

Michelle, Catherine & Noah 
Jen M. & family 

Shirley & her family 
Evelyn & her family 

Jose Yadira and family 
Katie and her family 
Jean & Paul Joyce 

Audra, Nate & Rowan Mackey 
Sari, Andrew & Tyler 
Marcy Bailey-Adams 

Sibyl Waterman Haley 
John & Kay Hartman 

Char & Tommy Hannon 
Bonnie & George	

The people of Santa Maria Tzeja 
All those struggling with substances 

All those waiting at the border 
Health Care Workers 

Minimum Wage Workers 
People feeling Isolated and Separated 

People living at home in Difficult Situations 
People searching for a Place to Live 

The families and loved ones who have passed 
due to the pandemic 

Prayers for all those affected by the fires.  
Prayers for college students back at school and 

facing many challenges.  
 
 

Grace Osgood 
Brad Stickley 
Heidi Burger 

Ed Kinley 
Joan Hayes 

Natalie Friend 
Connie Sullivan 

Chris Starks 
Barbara Dickson 
Carolyn Sarbello 
Cheryl Gowdy 

Barbara Bidwell 
Jayne Hayes 
Grandma Pat 

Peter McKinney 
Miriam's Mom  

Tiffany Spigarolo 
Carolyn Aycock  
Alice Bridinger 
Mary Cerreto 
Faye Bishop 
Pam Dotter 
Paul Ladd 

Gerry Granfors 
Mickey Nieman	

Don O'Meara	
Mark & Patty 

Amanda Sinesi 
Keith Jennings 

Donna Shermerhorn 
Tim Porter 

Federico Perea 
Peter Cho 

Bobby Pelletier 
 

  



 
First Congregational Church of Natick 

United Church of Christ 
 

The Reverend Dr. Jonathan New 
Interim Minister 

802-498-4713 

pastor@FirstChurchNatick.org 
The Reverend Dr. John Weagraff 

Outreach Minister 
Sarallyn Keller 

Director of Spiritual Vitality & Congregational Care 
508-740-3134 

sarallyn@FirstChurchNatick.org 
 

Peg Waters 

Office Administrator 

peg@FirstChurchNatick.org 

Thomas Foster 
Minister of Music 

Michelle May 
Financial Assistant 

financefcc@FirstChurchNatick.org 
 

Alex Villarejo 

Custodian 

alex@FirstChurchNatick.org 

 

 

2 East Central Street, Natick, MA 01760 

508-653-0971 

admin@FirstChurchNatick.org  


