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First Congregational Church 
An Open and Affirming Congregation 

   April 18, 2021 

Third Sunday of Easter 

“We believe in God when for one reason or another we choose to do so. 
We believe into God when somehow we run into God in a way  

that by and large leaves us no choice to do otherwise.” 
~ Frederick Buechner  

 

Welcome To Our Digital Worship!  
In this church we focus on the things that matter.  It doesn’t matter to us if you grew up in a 

church or never set foot in one before. You matter to us.  We welcome you as you are, because 
we believe that we are all embraced by God's inclusive and extravagant love.  

We invite you to “check in” on the social media of your choice, let them know that you are 
doing church, even in these uncertain times, ask your networks for prayer requests, or 

otherwise bring your online self into God’s presence today.   
 

Sharing Your Prayer Requests 
Because of a few minutes broadcast delay, prayer concerns and celebrations to be shared during 
worship can be emailed to prayers@firstchurchnatick.org at any time before or during the 
worship service up to the Reflection. 
 
Prelude Suite in G major, BWV 1007: 

Sarabande 
Joshua Hayward, viola 

J.S. Bach 

 
Welcome & Announcements 

(Following the Announcements, we invite you to have a candle available to light as your 
worship leaders light the Christ Candle) 

 
Lighting the Christ Candle  
Call to Celebration Bill Ladd 

The disciples met the risen Christ as they went about their daily tasks –   
eating, fishing, preparing a meal. 
 Christ meets us in the ordinary. 
The disciples met the risen Christ in their travels. 
 Christ meets us in all our travels along the Way. 
 



We have gathered because we too want to know the presence of Jesus  
among us.  
 May we find Christ here, and make known his presence  
 in the world to which we return.  
 

Hymn No.  208 Now the Green Blade Riseth Noël Nouvelet  
 

Now the green blade riseth from the buried grain,  
wheat that in dark earth many days has lain; 
love lives again, that with the dead has been: 
Love is come again like wheat that springeth green. 
 
In the grave they laid him, Love whom hate had slain, 
thinking that never he would wake again, 
laid in the earth like grain that sleeps unseen: 
Love is come again like wheat that springeth green. 
 
Forth he came at Easter, like the risen grain, 
he that for three days in the grave had lain, 
quick from the dead my risen Lord is seen: 
Love is come again like wheat that springeth green. 
 
When our hearts are wintry, grieving, or in pain,  
thy touch can call us back to life again, 
fields of our hearts that dead and bare have been:  
Love is come again like wheat that springeth green. 

 
Opening Prayer (Together) Bill Ladd 
 
 God of the journey, though we may not recognize you,  
  you ever walk beside us in the risen Christ.   
 We praise you for your constant caring and involvement with us on life’s road.   
  We remember how you have walked with us even when we only knew it in   
   retrospect.   
 Help us to recognize you beside us here.   
  Open our eyes to see you, our ears to hear you,  
   our minds to receive your truth, and our hearts to love you  
    and one another more deeply.   
 With our hearts warmed by your presence,  
  send us out to spread the good news of “God with us” wherever we go.   
   Amen. 

Sharing the Peace of Christ  

(Reach your hands out in a gesture of blessing or place your hands together over your 
heart and bow in a sign of Namaste.  Once worship is concluded, consider being in touch 
with someone you know to share Christ’s peace.) 



Offering Ourselves and Our Substance 
Offertory Music Suite in G major, BWV 1007: 

Minuet I and II Joshua 
Hayward, viola 

 

J.S. Bach 

Song of Praise (Please feel free to use either traditional or inclusive language.) 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, all heavenly hosts, Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

Scripture Reading Luke 24:13-35 Bill Ladd 
 

Reflection            “A Matter of the Heart”                    Rev. Dr. Jonathan New 

Gathering Our Community in Prayer 
 Concerns and Celebrations of the Congregation 
 The Morning Prayer 

The Lord’s Prayer (together) 

  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
  Thy kingdom come.  Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread. 
  And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  Amen.   

Hymn No. 212  Sing of One Who Walks Beside Us                        Holy Manna 
 
Sing of one who walks beside us and this day is living still,  
one who now is closer to us than the thoughts our hearts distill,  
Christ who once upon a hilltop, raised against the power of sin, 
died in love so his own creatures crucified their God and Friend! 
 
We have walked with him as strangers through the journey of the day, 
and have told him of the terror that has swept our hope away. 
He has offered words of comfort, words of energy and light, 
Did our hearts not blaze within us as he broke the bread this night? 
 
Risen one, stay with us, raise us, once again the night is near. 
Dine with us and share your wisdom, free our hearts from ev’ry fear. 
In the calm of each new evening, in the freshness of each dawn, 
if you hold us fast in friendship we will never be alone.   

 



Blessing 
 

 

Postlude Suite in G major, BWV 1007: 
Gigue 

Joshua Hayward, viola 
 

J.S. Bach 

 
Welcome to Joshua Hayward, Guest Musician 
 
Joshua’s Chamber Music experience includes appearing as a guest musician with the Sacconi, 
Dante and Chilingirian Quartets alongside a number of performances with Ensemble 360. As a 
member of the Marmen Quartet from 2013-2017 he won Music in the Round’s first ever 
‘Bridge’ Scheme for String Quartet, alongside being awarded the Artist Diploma at the Royal 
College of Music, the Associate Ensemble at Birmingham Conservatoire, Ensemble in residence 
at the Malmo Palladium and the Royal Philharmonic Society’s Albert and Eugenie Frost Music 
Prize. As a Soloist he has made Concerto performances both at the London Barbican and as part 
of the Orpheus and Bacchus Music Festival in France, he has also won the Louis Watt Solo Prize 
and an award from the Countess of Munster Musical Trust. Orchestrally he now holds the No.4 
position with the BBC Symphony Orchestra. He has also performed with the Royal 
Philharmonic Orchestra, BBC National Orchestra of Wales, Ulster Orchestra and has featured as 
a Section Principal with the Orchestra O’Modernt, Shadwell Opera, and the Constella Orchestra. 
 
 
Livestreamed & Recorded Worship 
In consideration of the safety of our worship leaders and to demonstrate that everyone should 
avoid going out into public unless absolutely necessary our worship leaders will continue 
leading worship from their homes for the foreseeable future.  During this time, livestreamed and 
local access cable broadcasting of worship at the usual Sunday 10:30 a.m. worship time will 
continue as usual.   
 
Worship is at the very center of our life together as a congregation, as well as being at the heart 
of our call to proclaim and embody the good news of Jesus in the world.  Church leaders remain 
committed to ensuring that we can do that well.  Thanks in advance for your patience and 
understanding as we seek to do what is best for our worship leaders and right for our community 
while remaining a church that gives high priority to worship together as the Body of Christ.  If 
you have feedback for our worship leaders please contact Jonathan at 
pastor@firstchurchnatick.org.  We appreciate your input! 
 
  



 
Post Worship Fellowship 
 
11:30AM – 12:30 PM, on Zoom following livestream worship 

Join us for an informal virtual gathering where we can greet one another, and – if the spirit 
strikes us – talk about the day’s worship experience.   

Join Zoom Meeting 
Follow this link for the videocall:  https://zoom.us/j/314817921 or,  

To join by phone: call in at (929) 205-6099, then enter 314817921# (and don’t forget the 
# at the end!).   

 
NOTE:  Please be patient for the arrival of your Zoom host since he may still be 
transitioning from live-streaming the worship. 
 

 

Calendar for April 18, 2021 – April 25, 2021 
Sunday, April 18, 2021 10:30 AM 

11:30 AM 
2:00 PM 

 

Virtual Worship will be live streamed on Pegasus. 
Post Worship Fellowship via Zoom   
Virtual Worship service will be available on the church 
website.  

Tuesday, April 20 5:30 PM Grades 5/6 via Zoom 

Wednesday, April 21 12:00 PM 
 

Mid-week Connection via Zoom 

Saturday, April 24 2:00 PM Family Hike with Sarallyn – meet up at Town Forest 
Bacon Street Trail Head 

Sunday, April 25 10:30 AM 
 

11:30 AM 
2:00 PM 

 
5:00 PM 
7:00 PM 

 

Virtual Worship will be live streamed on Pegasus with 
guest preacher Elaine Gaetani. 
Post Worship Fellowship via Zoom  
Virtual Worship service will be available on the church 
website. 
Jr. Youth Group via Zoom 
Sr. Youth Group via Zoom 

 
  



 
 

Together, We're Making A Difference! 
 

Our church is responding to the current health crisis in innovative ways, by continuing to gather 
on Sundays in live-streamed worship, and being in fellowship and shared ministry through 
videoconferencing.  Now we're also exploring how to further live into our identity as 
Natick’s Digital Front Porch.  Far from putting our mission on hold, this is the time when Spirit-
led people can tend the spirits of others in our community feeling anxious and isolated.  There’s 
never been a more important time to proclaim and embody the Good News of God’s abiding 
love given to us by Jesus! 
 
We need your generous support of our shared ministry during this time when the offering plate 
isn’t being passed during in-person worship.  The average congregation receives only 16% of its 
household contributions from mailed, online, or auto-bill paid giving.  Most comes through the 
offering plate.  We’re pleased that 63% of our giving is now coming in alternative ways.  But, 
while this is a terrific shift, it still means that we’re only seeing about two-thirds of our regular 
giving from church members and friends.  If you haven’t done so already, here’s how you can 
shift your in-person offering plate giving to other giving means:  

• Mailing in donations to:  2 East Central Street, Natick, MA, 01760.   
• Making one-time or recurring gifts online through our church website and its secure 

giving platform:  http://firstchurchnatick.org/give-online. 
• Setting up auto-bill pay with your bank (usually be done online), just the same way you 

would for paying utility bills.   

The world needs what FCC Natick can be and do, particularly in this time that is challenging all 
of us in unprecedented ways.  Thanks for doing your part to make sure we can keep our unique 
and vibrant ministry going at just the moment it’s needed most!   
  



 

Prayer List 
Abby Robbins 

Andi 
Anna Hayes 

Aphrodite Hoge 
Becky Sherman 

Canasta Solidaria 
Chris Gobron 

Connie Sullivan 
Don Peterson 

Eileen 
Emma 

Grandma Pat 
Ian 

Jamie Polk 
Jane Hall 

Jenna Hayes 
Joe 

John	
John Swaney 
Judy Hamdi 

Liam Schmitt 
Margarita Ralios 

Mark & Patty 
Mark Crouch 

Miriam's Mom  
Nicholas 

Oliver 
Randall D. 

Ronnie 
 

Friends & Family of Bobby Pelletier 
Friends & Family of Tom Zinck 

Friends & Family of Stephan Gordon 
Friends & Family of Irene Moran 

Friends & Family of James S. Urda 
Friends & Family of Justine 

Friends & Family of Kevin B. Simmons 
The Rodriguez Cruz family 

Tim & his family 
Sara Hull & her family 

Michelle, Catherine & Noah 
Jen M. & family 

Peter Sinesi & his family 
Evelyn & her family 

Jose Yadira and family 
Katie and her family 
Jean & Paul Joyce 

Audra, Nate & Rowan Mackey 
Marcy Bailey Adams 
John & Kay Hartman 

Char & Tommy Hannon 
Kenny and Ann Hoffman 
Brian & Silvia Blackman 

Jennifer & Michael McCormick 
The people of Santa Maria Tzeja 

Health care and frontline service workers 
Educators and students of all ages 

Those seeking asylum and safe places to live 
Alzheimer's patients, families, and caregivers 

All who struggle with physical and  
emotional challenges 

Those experiencing grief, isolation, and  
other losses 

 

Alice Bridinger 
Amanda Sinesi 

Audra Teague Mackey 
Barbara Dickson 
Beverly Newell 
Carolyn Aycock 
Carolyn Sarbello 

Chris Starks 
Donna Shermerhorn 

Ed Kinley 
Faye Bishop 

Federico Perea 
Grace Osgood 
George Hijar 

Gerry Granfors 
Heidi Burger 
Jayne Hayes 
Joan Hayes 

Josh Stackhouse 
Keith Jennings 
Lynne Parker 
Mary Cerreto 
Natalie Friend 

Pam Dotter 
Palma Casadio	

Paul Ladd 
Peter Cho 

Richard Keller 
Roger Hanson 

Tiffany Spigarolo 
Tim Ferrell 

 
The prayer list is updated periodically. If you find that a name has been rotated off the list for whom you would like the continuing prayers 
of the community, please contact the office at admin@firstchurchnatick.org or Prayer List Coordinator Linda Champion 
at lchampion17@gmail.com. Also, if a known issue has been resolved, thank you for communicating the news to us so that the prayer list 
can be a current reflection of this vital ministry. Thank you to all for your care and prayers. 
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Outreach Minister 

Sarallyn Keller 
Director of Spiritual Vitality & Congregational Care 

508-740-3134 
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Peg Waters 

Office Administrator 

peg@FirstChurchNatick.org 
 

Thomas Foster 
Minister of Music  

 
Alex Villarejo 

Custodian 

alex@FirstChurchNatick.org 
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